Effects of patch scale on density-dependence and species-dependence in two host-parasitoid systems.
Data from two host-parasitoid communities were analyzed to ascertain whether patch scale affected the kinds of correlations existing between 1) spatial differences in host density and the intensity of parasitism (density-dependence) and 2) number of species of parasitoids and the intensity of parasitism (species-dependence). We concluded that parasitization rates are usually independent of both host density and number of parasitoid species present regardless of patch scale. Therefore, the responses of parasitoids to host density and the addition of parasitoid species to a community are equally unpredictable in outcome.